Discussion/Reflection Questions

1. How do you feel when someone responds defensively to valid criticism? When he or she responds with a humble apology?

2. What are some of the different ways people respond when they hear that they are not obeying God? 
3. Read 2 Kings 22:14-20. How does Huldah's prophecy summarize the two attitudes we can have toward God's laws and commands? What are the ultimate consequences of these attitudes?

4. Why do you think Josiah called the whole nation to repentance even though he had already heard the prophecy of doom for Judah?

5. It is human nature to treat sin lightly – to make excuses, blame somebody else, or minimize the harm done. Not so with Josiah. He was filled with remorse. Are you ever tempted to excuse your sin, blame others and pretend that it’s not so bad?

6. When Josiah realized how corrupt his nation had become, he tore his robes and wept before God. Josiah used the customs of his day to express his remorse. Today we do not tear our clothing, but what are some ways we express sincere remorse over sin?

7. Read 2 Corinthians 7:8-10. What is the difference between “Godly sorrow” and “worldly sorrow”? Which type of sorrow do you typically respond with first when you recognize you’re off-track relationally with God?

8. When it comes to repentance what do you think is harder to do: change the sinful behaviors or change the attitudes that originally produced the sinful behavior?

9. Read 2 Kings 23:25. This verse describes Josiah's commitment to God and His law. What aspect(s) of that description would you like to make more a part of your own commitment to God?
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Text: 2 Kings 22:11–23:25 (church Bible pages 279-280)

1When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his robes. 12He gave these orders…. 13”Go and inquire of the LORD for me and for the people and for all Judah about what is written in this book that has been found. Great is the LORD’S anger that burns against us because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book; they have not acted in accordance with all that is written there concerning us.”
14“Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Acbor, Shaphan and Asaiah went to speak to the prophetess Huldah….15She said to them, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: Tell the man who sent you to me, 16 ‘This is what the LORD says: I am going to bring disaster on this place and its people, according to everything written in the book the king of Judah has read. 17Because they have forsaken me and burned incense to other gods and provoked me to anger by all the idols their hands have made, my anger will burn against this place and will not be quenched.’ 18Tell the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says concerning the words you heard: 19Because your heart was responsive and you humbled yourself before the LORD when you heard what I have spoken against this place and its people, that they would become accursed and laid waste, and because you tore your robes and wept in my presence, I have heard you, declares the LORD. 20Therefore I will gather you to your fathers, and you will be buried in peace. Your eyes will not see all the disaster I am going to bring on this place.’ So they took her answer back to the king.”

HOW TO REPAIR YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
STEP #1:  ____________________________________________
“‘Go and inquire of the LORD for me and for the people and for all Judah about what is written in this book that has been found. Great is the LORD’S anger that burns against us….’”

v. 13a
STEP #2:  ____________________________________________
“‘Great is the LORD’S anger that burns against us because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book; they have not acted in accordance with all that is written there concerning us.’”
v. 13b
STEP #3:  ____________________________________________
“‘Because your heart was responsive and you humbled yourself before the LORD when you heard what I have spoken against this place and its people, that they would become accursed and laid waste, and because you tore your robes and wept in my presence, I have heard you, declares the LORD.’”


v. 19

STEP #4:  ____________________________________________
“Then the king called together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem.  He went up to the temple of the LORD with the men of Judah, the people of Jerusalem, the priests and the Levites—all the people from the least to the greatest. He read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant, which had been found in the temple of the LORD.  The king stood by his pillar and renewed the covenant in the presence of the LORD—to follow the LORD and keep his commands, regulations and decrees with all his heart and all his soul, and to obey the words of the covenant written in this book.”
2 Chronicles 34:29-31 (page 332)
2 Kings 23:1-3 (page 279)
“Josiah removed all the detestable idols from all the territory belonging to the Israelites, and he had all who were present in Israel serve the LORD their God. As long as he lived, they did not fail to follow the LORD, the God of their fathers.”

2 Chronicles 34:33 (page 332)
2 Kings 23:4-25 (page 279)
