Discussion/Reflection Questions
1. Why should we fight to stand firm and not stray?  That can become very hard at times depending on what we are facing.  What’s the point?  Is it worth it in your life?  What are the problems with not standing firm?  What are the benefits of doing so?
2. What is the connection between obedience and knowing God?  How are those two areas linked?  Look back at some of the verses which were used in this outline.  How does obedience lead to knowing God?
3. Is it really possible to stand firm in the midst of temptation?  Satan is powerful and at times, we can feel so weak.  Is it really possible to resist and remain faithful in our devotion to God?  How so?
4. In what area(s) of your life do you need the power of Jesus right now?  According to the Bible, we’ve got the champ on our side and we have his power available to us.  All the fullness of God lives in Jesus, and we have been given fullness in Jesus.  How is that needed in your life right now?  Share that area with others who you trust.  Ask them to pray with you and for you.  What steps do you need to take in your life to stand firm and allow Jesus to work on your behalf?
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WHY?
Why not stray?

1.  _______________________

3This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome…

I John 5:3 (Church Bible, page 864)

Deeper than consequence _____________________
3 If you follow my decrees and are careful to obey my commands…

Leviticus 26:3 (Church Bible, page 91)

12 I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people.


Leviticus 26:12 (Church Bible, page 91)

2.  ____________________  God
24Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.


I John 3:24 (Church Bible, page 863)

3We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands.


I John 2:3 (Church Bible, page 862)

HOW?
How is this possible in our lives?

Jesus _____________!

 - Not just the ________________, but the _____________
13When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.
Luke 4:13 (Church Bible, page 727)
15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin.
Hebrews 4:15 (Church Bible, page 848)

COLOSSIANS 2:13-15
13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. 15And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

Colossians 2:13-15 (Church Bible, page 834)
· Disarmed = stripped off

· Everybody loves a parade

· Jesus triumphed over Satan through the _______________

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR US?
9For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority.
Colossians 2:9-10 (Church Bible, page 834)

1.  Through Jesus in us, we can also ______________
4You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.

I John 4:4 (Church Bible, page 863)

2.  Jesus gives us the _______________ to not stray.
· The battle is still happening
33"I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world."

John 16:33 (Church Bible, page 765)

· But we can have the ultimate victory

Stand Firm
