Discussion/Reflection Questions

1.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Have you ever had a scheme that you concocted backfire on you? What happened?

2.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1When are you tempted to take shortcuts? SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 

3.  Read Genesis 15:1-3,8. What does Abram fear most? What’s wrong with wanting reassurance?

4.  If God gave Abram his promise once (Gen. 12:2-3:7), even twice (13:14-17), why does God reaffirm his promise to Abram yet again (15:2-5)?

5.  H SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ave you ever taken matters into your own hands to achieve a goal you believed God had given you?  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Why was it hard for you to wait and trust God’s plan and God’s timing?  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1What will prevent you from taking matters into your own hands again in the future?

6.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1What, if anything, might justify Abram’s and Sarai’s strategy of surrogate motherhood and taking matters into their own hands? Why did God not bless their strategy?

7.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1When have you doubted God? Why is it sometimes difficult to trust God and his timing in our lives?

8.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In what area of your life do you find it difficult to trust God and will you ask him to help you trust him? 

9.  Read Genesis 16:1-5.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Why do we sometimes blame other people for the problems we have created?
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“These things happened to them as examples, and they were written down as warnings for us…”  


         1 Cor. 10:11 (pg. 811)

The Promise

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 “…the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: ‘Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.’ But Abram said, ‘O Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?’ And Abram said, ‘You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.’ Then the word of the Lord came to him: ‘This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir.’ He took him outside and said, ‘Look up at the heavens and count the stars – if indeed you can count them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.’”




           Gen. 15: 1-5 (pg. 10)

The Problem

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian maidservant named Hagar; so she said to Abram, ‘The Lord has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my maidservant; perhaps I can build a family through her.’ Abram agreed to what Sarai said.”





            Gen. 16:1-2 (pg. 10)

What Happens When We Take Matters into Our Own Hands?

Short-term: _________________________________                            _    SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
“So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian maidservant Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. He slept with Hagar, and she conceived.”         Gen. 16:3-4 (pg. 10)

Long-term:                                       ___________________                  _
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“When she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress. Then Sarai said to Abram, ‘You are responsible for the wrong I am suffering. I put my servant in your arms, and now that she knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May the Lord judge between you and me.’ ‘Your servant is in your hands,’ Abram said.  ‘Do with her whatever you think best.’ Then Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her. The angel of the Lord found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is beside the road to Shur. And he said, ‘Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from, and where are you going?’ ‘I'm running away from
my mistress Sarai,’ she answered. Then the angel of the Lord told her, ‘Go back to your mistress and submit to her.’ The angel added, ‘I will so increase your descendants that they will be too numerous to count.’ The angel of the Lord also said to her: ‘You are now with child and you will have a son. You shall name him Ishmael, for the Lord has heard of your misery. He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against everyone and everyone's hand against him, and he will live in hostility toward all his brothers.’”        


          Gen. 16:4-12 (pg. 10)
“His [Ishmael’s] descendants settled in the area from Havilah to Shur, near the border of Egypt, as you go toward Asshur. And they lived in hostility toward all their brothers.”

              Gen. 25:18 (pg. 18)

