Discussion/Reflection Questions

1.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1What are the dangers of forming a partnership with people who do not share your spiritual values and priorities?

2.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Although Jehoshaphat was committed to God, he arranged for his son to marry the daughter of wicked King Ahab of Israel. This ill-advised alliance with Ahab had devastating consequences for Jehoshaphat. Have you ever allied yourself with someone who was not serving God? What happened? What can we do to guard ourselves from entering into foolish alliances?

3.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Why do we sometimes insist on following through on our plans even when we've received good advice against it?

4. Before joining forces with Ahab against Aram, Jehoshaphat wisely wanted to seek God’s guidance. However, when God gave his answer through the prophet Micaiah, Jehoshaphat ignored it. Have you ever ignored God’s guidance after receiving it? Why? What caused you to reject God’s leadership in that situation?   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1How can we conduct our lives in such a way that we are not expecting God to "rubber stamp" all of our goals and desires?

5.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1What can you do to be receptive the next time someone wisely advises you not to do something that you really want to do?

6.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1What can we learn from the fact that even Ahab knew that Micaiah was a true prophet of God?

7.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1How do we know if someone claiming to know God's will is truly speaking for Him?

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
8. Read 2 Chronicles 18: 28-32. When the battle began, Jehoshaphat found himself the target of the Arameans, who mistakenly identified him as Ahab. Jehoshaphat could have given in to his fate, but instead he cried out to God, who saved him. When you have ignored God’s guidance, and the inevitable consequences followed, was your first instinct to give up or look up? Why was that your first reaction?

Listening to God
Pastor Jerry Clonch, June 14, 2009

Text: 1 Kings 22:1–38 (church Bible page 257-259)

Four Lessons on Listening To God
LESSON #1: __________________________________________
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“But Jehoshaphat also said to the king of Israel, ‘First seek the counsel of the Lord.’”






        vs. 5 (258)
LESSON #2: __________________________________________

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1So the king of Israel brought together the prophets—about four hundred men—and asked them, "Shall I go to war against Ramoth Gilead, or shall I refrain?" 

"Go," they answered, "for the Lord will give it into the king's hand."  But Jehoshaphat asked, "Is there not a prophet of the LORD here whom we can inquire of?"





 vss. 6&7 (258)
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The king of Israel answered Jehoshaphat, "There is still one man through whom we can inquire of the LORD, but I hate him because he never prophesies anything good about me, but always bad. He is Micaiah son of Imlah."  "The king should not say that," Jehoshaphat replied. So the king of Israel called one of his officials and said, "Bring Micaiah son of Imlah at once." 

vss. 8&9 (258)
LESSON #3: __________________________________________

The messenger who had gone to summon Micaiah said to him, "Look, as one man the other prophets are predicting success for the king. Let your word agree with theirs, and speak favorably." But Micaiah said, "As surely as the LORD lives, I can tell him only what the LORD tells me." 

vss 13&14 (258)

When he arrived, the king asked him, "Micaiah, shall we go to war against Ramoth Gilead, or shall I refrain?"   "Attack and be victorious," he answered, "for the LORD will give it into the king's hand." 

The king said to him, "How many times must I make you swear to tell me nothing but the truth in the name of the LORD ?" Then Micaiah answered, "I saw all Israel scattered on the hills like sheep without a shepherd, and the LORD said, 'These people have no master. Let each one go home in peace.' "



vss. 15-17 (258)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, ‘Didn’t I tell you that he never prophesies anything good about me, but only bad? Micaiah continued, ‘Therefore hear the word of the LORD…The LORD has decreed disaster for you.’”




vss. 18, 19, 23 (258)
“…Don’t always believe everything you hear just because someone says it is a message from God: test it first to see if it really is. For there are many false teachers around, and the way to find out if their message is from the Holy Spirit is to ask…”
1 John 4:1-2 (LB)
3 Ways to Test an Impression

1. ________________________________________

2._________________________________________

3._________________________________________

LESSON #4: __________________________________________
vss. 13-23; 26; 29-38 (258-259)
