Discussion/Reflection Questions

1. Who are some of the most admired people in your life? Why? Is it because they were “wise” or because they were “foolish”? How do you define “wisdom” and “foolishness”?
2. Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:16. What are some of the things that Paul was pleading for in this passage? In this section, Paul has an underlining theme, which is this: God’s wisdom is foolishness to people. What are some examples of God’s wisdom seeming to be foolishness to our culture?

3. What are some of the other things the church in Corinth is struggling with when Paul writes to them in this section?
4. Paul is pleading for the church to redirect their focus from philosophy and rationalizing to Christ and God. Other than the three values that our culture holds to as being wise, what are some other values that our culture says are wise and good? How do they measure up to the teachings and the life of Christ? Is the wisdom of our age truly foolishness to the wisdom of God?

5. Which do you find yourself doing more: appreciating Jesus or imitating Jesus? Why?
6. Where do you find yourself on the balance beam? Have you made a decision to follow Christ? Do you find your focus to be more on “cultural wisdom” or “God’s wisdom”? Have you been taking seriously the life and teachings of Jesus? What are some examples of “foolishly” following Christ? 

7. What are some of the things that you are doing that exhibit Christ’s love?
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The Significance of ________________________________

1 Corinthians 3:18-23 (church Bible page 808)
 18Do not deceive yourselves. If any one of you thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he should become a "fool" so that he may become wise. 19For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God's sight. As it is written: "He catches the wise in their craftiness"; 20and again, "The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile." 21So then, no more boasting about men! All things are yours, 22whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, 23and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God.
Wisdom that belongs to our present age: 

1. _________________________________________

2. _________________________________________

3. _________________________________________
Matthew 5:38-42 (church Bible page 685)
 38"You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.' 39But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.
Mark 9:33-35 (church Bible page 715)
33They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, "What were you arguing about on the road?" 34But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest.

 35Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, "If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all."
Matthew 16:24-27 (church Bible page 694)
 24Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. 26What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? 27For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done.”
