Discussion / Reflection Questions

1.  Read Matthew 5:17-19.  How does Jesus “fulfill” the Prophets and “accomplish everything” in the Law?

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 12.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Matthew 5:20 states, “Unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees....”  The Pharisees seemed to have a corner on the righteousness market in Jesus’ day.  In what way must our righteousness be different from that of the Pharisees?  

3.  List the traits of the Pharisees that we consider to be “positive” traits and often strive to develop in ourselves.  What traits of the Pharisees would you like to see in your children?  Is it wrong to want to see these virtues develop in their lives or in ours?

4.  Read Romans 3:21-22 and Philippians 3:8.  How can our righteousness surpass that of the Pharisees?

5.  Read Matthew 23:5-7.  What motivation did Jesus say governed the Pharisees?

6.  Read Matthew 23:25-28.  What analogies did Jesus use to show that Israel’s religious leaders were more interested in external credentials than internal character?

7.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Does being a Christian mean that we keep a set of rules; that we ignore the rules?  What was Jesus trying to say about rule keeping in the Sermon on the Mount?

8.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Why do you think religious people, rather than sinners, crucified Jesus?  Is there any part of you that would not welcome Jesus if he came to teach the Sermon on the Mount today?  Why or why not?

9.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1What attitudes or "matters of the heart" do you need to confess to God today so that your inside looks as good as your outside? 

10.  How would you reach out to someone who has become embittered by religious hypocrites or empty religion?
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Sanctuary
Text ~ Matthew 5:17-28
(church Bible, pages 683 & 684)

1.  ___________________________________________________ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”
          Matthew 5:17 (pg. 683)
2. ____________________________________________________
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.”

          Matthew 5:20 (pg. 684)
Jesus’ Standard

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“You have heard that is was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’  But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment.”

                Matthew 5:21-22 (pg. 684)

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’  But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”


    Matthew 5:27-28 (pg. 684)
The Pharisees’ Standard
“’…The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat.  So you must obey them and do everything they tell you.  But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach.  They tie up heavy loads and put them on men's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them.’”





      Matthew 23:2-4 (pg. 700)

“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The religion scholars and Pharisees are competent teachers in God’s Law.  You won’t go wrong on following their teaching on Moses.  But be careful about following them.  They talk a good line, but they don’t live it.  They don’t take it into their hearts and live it out in their behavior.  It’s all spit-and-polish veneer.  Instead of giving you God’s Law as food and drink by which you can banquet on God, they package it in bundles of rules, loading you down like pack animals.”
         Matthew 23:2-4 (The Message)
3. ____________________________________________________
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“I desire to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart.”





              Psalm 40:8 (pg. 400)

