Discussion/Reflection Questions

1. What surprising “finds” have you made while cleaning your attic, closets or garage?

2. How did you obtain your first Bible?

3. How can reading or not reading the Bible influence the way you live?

4. What does it indicate about the spiritual condition of Judah that the Book of the Law had been missing?

5. What is admirable about the way Josiah responded when he heard the Book of the Law read?

6. What as it about Josiah that enabled him to have a responsive and humble heart when he realized that he and his people had not been obeying God?

7. How has failing to listen to the Lord led to trouble in your life?

8. What are some of the ways people respond when they hear that they are not living in accordance with God’s will for their life? How do you usually respond? The next time you learn of an area of disobedience to God’s Word in your life, how should you respond?

9. What reveals that we are truly sorry for not following God’s Word?

10. What can we learn about God from the fact that though Josiah’s response to the Book of the Law pleased God, it did not turn away his anger from Judah?

11. What one concrete step can you take to make sure that God’s Word is not lost to you and your family?

12. Who can you encourage this week to serve the Lord wholeheartedly?

Heart for God

Pastor Jerry Clonch, June 7, 2009

Text: 2 Kings 22:1–23:30 (church Bible page 279-281)

Deepening Your Relationship with God Does Not Mean:

1. _______________________________________________

2.
_______________________________________________

        Deepening Your Relationship with God Does Mean:      _______________________________________________

How to Have a Heart for God

“Then the king called together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. He went up to the temple of the Lord with the men of Judah, the people of Jerusalem, the priests and the prophets -- all the people from the least to the greatest. He read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant, which had been found in the temple of the Lord. The king stood by the pillar and renewed the covenant in the presence of the Lord – to follow the Lord and to keep his commands, regulations and decrees with all of his heart and all of his soul, thus confirming the words of the covenant written in this book. Then all the people pledge themselves to the covenant.”




 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 12 Kings 23:1-3 (279)

 “Neither before nor after Josiah was there a king like him who turned to the Lord as he did – with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his strength, in accordance with all the Law of Moses.” 





vs. 25 (280)



STEP #1:  _______________________ God’s Word

“Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the secretary, ‘I have found the Book of the Law in the temple of the LORD.’ He gave it to Shaphan, who read it…. Then Shaphan the secretary informed the king, ‘Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.’” 

2 Kings 22:8-10a (279)

STEP #2: ________________________ God’s Word

“And Shaphan read from it in the presence of the king.”






2 Kings 22:10b (279)

STEP #3:  ________________________ God’s Word

“…‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says concerning the words you heard: ‘Because your heart was responsive and you humbled yourself before the LORD when you heard what I have spoken against this place and its people…and because you tore your robes and wept in my presence, I have heard you, declares the LORD.’”



2 Kings 22:18-20 (279)

3 Ways We Sidestep Obedience to God’s Word

1. ________________________________________

2._________________________________________

3._________________________________________

