Items for personal reflection and/or discussion

1. John has reached the end of his letter (and so have we).  In chapter 1:4 he told them that he was writing “to make our joy complete” and in chapter 5:13 he tells them he is writing so that they can know they have eternal life.  For John, his joy is made complete in people knowing God’s eternal life.  What gives you joy in your life? If an outsider was asked to decide what gives you joy based upon what they see in your life and lifestyle, what would they conclude?
2. John wants his readers to pray with assurance – but they must also understand an important condition, namely their prayers must be in accordance with God’s will.  God is not manipulated or tricked by our prayers.  Have you ever tried to manipulate God by asking him to be and do what you wanted, rather than humbling yourself and asking what he wanted?  If prayer is ultimately about us submitting and surrendering to God’s will, when was the last time you really prayed?
3. A few weeks ago we discussed how John was adamant that those who truly follow Jesus cannot knowingly and intentionally live a life of ongoing conscious sin – something has to give.  Is this a battle you are fighting in your life—the desire and allurement of sin verses the call of God?  How can we best be helped to live in a way that honors God and indicates a genuine relationship with him?
4. A few weeks ago we talked about the biblical call for the followers of Jesus not to live according to the world’s values and priorities.  In 1 John 5:19 John declares that the world is under the control of the evil one, but his readers are “children of God.”  The issues in this verse are those of identity and belonging (to whom do you belong) and allegiance—who do you choose to follow? In what ways can you see that you are choosing (or have chosen) the ways of the “world”?  What is your plan to overcome this temptation and instead to live as a child of God?

Love, John (9)
Pastor Alan Robinson, September 27, 2009
1 John 5:13-21 (church Bible, page 864)
 13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 14This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him. 

 16If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, he should pray and God will give him life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to death. I am not saying that he should pray about that. 17All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not lead to death. 

 18We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him. 19We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. 20We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true—even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 

 21Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.


The quest to “know” – who can you trust, and who are the most vulnerable?

“Eternal Life” – the biblical “umbrella” for God’s grace and gifts to us 
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, verses 14-15 

14This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him. 
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, verse 18
 18We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him.
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, verse 19
19We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one.
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, verse 20
20We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true—even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 

