Items for personal reflection and/or discussion

1. John (in I John 3:11) urges his readers to give attention to something they have heard from the beginning – to love one another.  This “one another” teaching is found in many places in the New Testament.  In what ways do we as a congregation do a good job of this “one another” teaching, and in what ways are we not so good?  
2. Most churches today have a pastor or pastors who serve the congregation.  Most pastors believe that Ephesians 4:11-13 is the key passage that teaches what a pastor should do (to equip the people of the church to serve as ministers).  Some people believe that the existence of pastors actually weakens a congregation’s commitment to the “one another” passages of the New Testament because they begin to rely on the pastor(s) to do the work of ministry.  What is your view on this?  Have we fallen into the “trap” of expecting pastors to do ministry more than equip others to do ministry?
3. John wants his readers to really know what love is (1 John 3:16).  It is not a feeling or an emotion, rather it is concrete action and was modeled by the sacrificial life of Jesus.  This love results in those who have helping those who have not.  Does it trouble you that John seems to be writing about those within the Christian family rather than those outside of it?  Does it trouble you that some people are responsible for their lack of material possessions because of life choices?  How should we respond to them?  
4. Our congregation (and individuals within it) seems to have a growing sense that we can and should do more to meet the needs of others in this community.  Many in our congregation have a growing passion to help those in this community who are homeless.  Some in our congregation have a passion for the poor in other countries, especially in Guatemala.  Many have given time to be involved in relief work in Mississippi following Hurricane Katrina.  One question (among many) for those who serve in leadership in our congregation is how can we organize our congregational life so that we make an eternal difference in these important areas.  What are your thoughts about this?  
Love, John (7)
Pastor Alan Robinson, September 13, 2009
1 John 3:11-22 (church Bible page 863)

 11This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another. 12Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother's were righteous. 13Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you. 14We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 15Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. 

 16This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 17If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 19This then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence 20whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 

 21Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases him. 23And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 24Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.

· love one another (John 13:35 - this command comes 16 times) 

· be devoted to one another (Romans 12:10) 

· honor one another above yourselves (Romans 12:10) 

· live in harmony with one another (Romans 12:16) 

· build up one another (Romans 14:19; 1 Thessalonians 5:11) 

· be likeminded towards one another (Romans 15:5) 

· accept one another (Romans 15:7) 

· admonish one another (Romans 15:14; Colossians 3:16) 

· care for one another (1 Corinthians 12:25) 

· serve one another (Galatians 5:13) 

· bear one another's burdens (Galatians 6:2) 

· forgive one another (Ephesians 4:2, 32; Colossians 3:13) 

· be patient with one another (Ephesians 4:2; Colossians 3:13) 

· be kind and compassionate to one another (Ephesians 4:32) 

· speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs (Ephesians 5:19) 

· submit to one another (Ephesians 5:21, 1 Peter 5:5) 

· consider others better than yourselves (Philippians 2:3) 

· look to the interests of one another (Philippians 2:4) 

· bear with one another (Colossians 3:13) 

· teach one another (Colossians 3:16) 

· comfort one another (1 Thessalonians 4:18) 

· encourage one another (Hebrews 3:13) 

· stir up one another to love and good works (Hebrews 10:24) 

· show hospitality to one another (1 Peter 4:9) 

· employ the gifts that God has given us for the benefit of one another (1 Peter 4:10) 

· clothe yourselves with humility towards one another (1 Peter 5:5) 

· pray for one another (James 5:16) 

· confess our faults to one another (James 5:16) 

· We are to do these things because we belong to one another (Romans 12:5; Ephesians 4:25). 

