Items for personal reflection and/or discussion

1. Take time to reflect on the lessons we have shared in recent weeks—John’s passion for “fellowship,” his seriousness about sin, his desire that Christians do not love or live for “the world,” and his encouragement for them to continue in their faith rather than turn away from it.  The point of John’s letter (and of our sermons, Sunday School classes, and small groups, etc.) is that his readers would apply the teaching to their lives and change their behavior.  So, in what ways have you applied the teaching to your life?

2. Several weeks ago we thought about the “gap” between what Christians know and how Christians live.  If it is true that there is a gap and that Christians live well below the level of truth they already know and understand, should churches invest time and energy in teaching more knowledge, or should they instead find ways to help people live out what they already know?  And if churches did choose to close the gap by helping people live up to what they know, how would they go about doing this?  What about you—do you have an obedience “gap”?

3. John wants his readers to reflect on the lavish and generous love of God.  It is a love that is out of this world – it is other worldly!  Take some time to reflect on how great God’s love is for you and thank him for that love.
4. The love of God provides the possibility of new birth.  This new birth is one where we become children of God – with all the rights and privileges that children are given as members of God’s family.  Have you confessed your sin and asked for God’s forgiving love and grace so that you can experience this “new birth”?
5. Today’s passage makes clear that those who have experienced new birth and become children of God are now expected to become like their Father.  Deep transformation is the normal expectation for all of God’s children.  We become new people and must now grow in God’s image.  How is the likeness of God seen (or not seen) in you? 

Love, John (6)
Pastor Alan Robinson, September 6, 2009
1 John 2:28-29; 3:1-10 (church Bible, page 863)

 28And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming.  29If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him.

 1How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 

 4Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him. 

 7Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 8He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work. 9No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. 10This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother.

