Items for personal reflection and/or discussion

1. Take time to reflect on the lessons we have shared in recent weeks—John’s passion for “fellowship,” his seriousness about sin, and his desire that Christians do not love or live for “the world.”  Write a list of ways that you have applied these lessons to your life.  If you cannot think of any way that your life is different because of the application of these truths, could it be that you are just gathering more biblical knowledge and thereby increasing the gap between what you know and how you live?
2. Was the teaching today about “antichrist” in anyway a surprise to you?  What were your concepts about antichrist before today?  Have they changed in any way because of today’s message?
3. John wants his readers to understand what they have already received through God’s grace.  Take time to reflect on God’s grace in your life and give thanks for it.  
4. It is clear that the Bible speaks about absolute truth.  Jesus said that he is the truth (John 14:6), and in 1 John 2:20, John says that his readers know the truth.  In our world today, the concept of absolute truth is no longer popular, and yet it is a clear teaching of the Bible. In what ways have you encountered the concept that there is no absolute truth?  How do you think that we should respond to this popular concept?
5. John urges his readers to continue in their faith.  One of the tragedies that we all experience is knowing people who fail to continue their personal relationship and walk with God.  Let us be sure to pray for them and encourage them, but let us also make personal commitments to continue following Jesus in our own lives.

Love, John (5)
Pastor Alan Robinson, August 30, 2009
1 John 2:18 - 29 (church Bible, page 862-863)

 18Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 19They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us. 

 20But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. 21I do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie comes from the truth. 22Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist—he denies the Father and the Son. 23No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 

 24See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. 25And this is what he promised us—even eternal life. 

 26I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. 27As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has taught you, remain in him.

Children of God 

 28And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming. 

 29If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him.
Some thoughts about antichrist

1 John 2:18

 18Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 

1 John 2:22

22Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist—he denies the Father and the Son.

1 John 4:3

2This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.

2 John 7

 7Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist.

See also 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12 (man of lawlessness), and Daniel 7 and Daniel 11
Anointing and the truth
Keep on keeping on (continue in him)
