Discussion/Reflection Questions

1. In Matthew 18, Jesus warns his listeners about placing obstacles before others, as well as allowing obstacles to remain in their own lives.  How easily we can place obstacles in the path of other people!  How easily we   become a hindrance to their desire to know and follow Jesus.  Take some time to reflect on or discuss things in your life that could be an obstacle to the faith of others.  How do you plan to deal with those obstacles?

2. Jesus was very clear that those who want to follow him also need to be responsible for their own lives.  We need to be conscious of the things that can lead us away from a close relationship with Jesus and into destructive paths of sin.  What are those things in your life?  Is it a relationship, a habit, a thing (such as the TV or internet), an activity or hobby?  Are you willing to identify those things and then take steps to deal with them in your life?  

3. One of the best ways to submit ourselves to the difficult process of spiritual transformation is to have a person or persons with whom we can share a relationship of close accountability.  In a relationship of this kind we can allow others to ask us hard questions about our lives and invite them to help keep us accountable.  Do you have such a person or persons in your life?  If not, are you willing to enter into genuine spiritual relationships of this kind?  While the church cannot guarantee to provide this kind of relationship for every person, we do have small groups and other activities that can help develop genuine spiritual relationships.  Contact Pastor Jerry for more information.

4. This is the final week of our five-week series, “I wish he hadn’t said that.”  Together we have considered some of the hard and challenging teachings of Jesus.  Please remember, being a Christian is to be a follower of Jesus.  There is no biblical teaching that allows us to consider Jesus our Savior and Forgiver without also being our Lord and Master—you cannot have one without the other.  Take time to go through your notes from these last five weeks and honestly ask yourself if following Jesus is the priority of your life.  Please make a personal commitment to be a fully surrendered and fully devoted follower of Jesus.  Contact a member of our pastoral staff if you would like more information on opportunities for discipleship that will soon begin for the fall semester.



because…that’s too extreme… and it makes me responsible!  
Pastor Alan Robinson, August 8, 2010

Matthew 5:27-30 (church Bible page 684)
 27"You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.  28But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.

Matthew 18:1-9 (church Bible page 695)
 1At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" 2He called a little child and had him stand among them. 3And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  5"And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me. 6But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. 7"Woe to the world because of the things that cause people to sin! Such things must come, but woe to the man through whom they come! 8If your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life maimed or crippled than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into eternal fire. 9And if your eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into the fire of hell.
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