Discussion / Reflection Questions

1.  Some people read the last verses of John chapter 20 as a conclusion, and so they think that chapter 21 might have been added on at a later time.  What do you think about that idea?
2.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Most people agree that the story in John 21:15-19 of Peter affirming his love for Jesus three times is to be read as a direct contrast to his three denials in John 18:15-26.  What can we learn about the necessity of confession and repentance from these two stories?
3.  How do you think the rest of the disciples felt about or treated Peter after he denied that he even knew Jesus?  Do you think the fact that Jesus questioned and affirmed Peter in public in John 21 was as much for the benefit of the other disciples as it was for Peter?
4.  Peter receives a commission (or call; challenge) to “feed my lambs,” “take care of my sheep,” and “follow me.”  The expression follow me is a very common one in the New Testament to describe the nature of Christian discipleship.  Have you accepted the call to follow Jesus?  In what ways does this call require you to live a lifestyle that is counter-cultural?  Do you see any evidence that evangelical Christianity is or is not following Jesus today?
5.  Peter learned that failure can be followed by forgiveness.  He later preached (Acts 2:37-38) that people needed to, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you…for the forgiveness of your sins.”  To what extent is your life shaped by confession, repentance and forgiveness?
A prayer of confession and repentance:
Dear God, I know that I have broken your laws, and my sins have separated me from you.  I am truly sorry, and now I want to turn away from my past sinful life toward you.  Please forgive me, and help me to avoid sinning again.  I believe that your son, Jesus Christ, died for my sins, was resurrected from the dead, is alive and hears my prayer.  I invite Jesus to become the Lord of my life, to rule and reign in my heart from this day forward.  Please send your Holy Spirit to help me obey you, and to do your will for the rest of my life.
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John 21:15-25 (church Bible, page 769)

 15When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?" 
      "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I love you." 
      Jesus said, "Feed my lambs." 

 
 16Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me?" 
      He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." 
      Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep." 

 17 The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" 
      Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you." 

      Jesus said, "Feed my sheep. 18 I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go." 19Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, "Follow me!" 

 20Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, "Lord, who is going to betray you?") 21When Peter saw him, he asked, "Lord, what about him?" 

 22Jesus answered, "If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me." 23Because of this, the rumor spread among the brothers that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, "If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?" 

 24This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down.

We know that his testimony is true. 

 25Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written.

