Personal reflection and/or discussion

1. Do you agree that Christians should give their tithe undesignated through their local congregation?  If not, what  reasons would you suggest for not doing this?
2. Do you agree that we should consider the Old Testament understanding of a tithe as the first 10% as the standard of “faithful giving” for us today?  If you think it should be less, what reasons do you suggest for your views (especially in an affluent country like ours)?
3. Do you agree that giving 10% undesignated through your local church should be considered the “training wheels” of stewardship in an affluent country and that each of us should consider being “generous” in addition to being “faithful”?
4. Have you ever experienced significant sacrifice in your life or lifestyle because of being generous to the work of God in the church and in the world?  Was the sacrifice worth it, or would you do things differently if you had a do-over?
5. There are many times in life that we wish we could get our money back (from a purchase that we changed our mind about, a car we didn’t like, a meal we didn’t enjoy, etc.).  Have you ever wished that you could get back money that you had given away?

6. Most of us think about giving in terms of our income.  Will you consider also planning to include the work of God in your estate, or perhaps also in your business income, or from gifts or legacy income that you receive?
7. Are you willing to fully surrender to God and live a life of thankfulness and generosity?  Will you truly say “Jesus, all for Jesus, all I am, and have, and ever hope to be….All of my ambitions, hopes, and plans, I surrender these into your hands.”?
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Luke 12:13-21 (church Bible, page 737)

13Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me." 14Jesus replied, "Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?" 15Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions." 16And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. 17He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.' 18"Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." ' 20"But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?'  21"This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."

Luke 19:1-10 (church Bible, page 743)
1Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. 4So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 5When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today." 6So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 7All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest of a 'sinner.' " 8But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount." 9Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."

Luke 21:1-4 (church Bible, page 745)

1As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. 2He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins.3"I tell you the truth," he said, "this poor widow has put in more than all the others. 4All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on."

