Questions for personal reflection and/or discussion

1. I hope you have been reading 1 John.  I encourage you to continue reading it.  Before you read, ask God to use the scriptures to speak to your heart and life.  As you read, make some notes of things that seem to be speaking to you.  Then take time to pray about the things that you have read.  In your prayer surrender yourself to God’s will in your life.
2. A couple of weeks ago we discussed the meaning of “fellowship” as being a genuine deep participation in, commitment to, and support of whoever or whatever we have fellowship with.  To what extent then do you have genuine fellowship with God and with other believers?  Why not make a commitment to become more intentional about your fellowship with others?  Make a commitment to one of the many opportunities that this congregation provides for fellowship and discipleship. 
3. Last week we focused on the issue of sin.  Be sure to be serious about sin in your life.  Confess and repent and ask God for forgiveness.  If helpful, use one of the prayers of confession that was printed in last week’s sermon notes.
4. As you reflect on this week’s sermon and the temptation to “love the world,” in what ways do you feel this temptation most?  In other words, which of the three descriptions of loving the world in 1 John 1:16 is the most difficult for you?  Are you willing to share your struggles and temptations with others in your Sunday school class or your small group?  What are you intentionally going to do so that you are able to overcome this temptation?
5. John makes the point in 1 John 2:17 that some things have eternal consequences while others are purely material and temporary.  With which are you most concerned—that which will pass away or that which endures forever?

Love, John (4)
Pastor Alan Robinson, August 23, 2009
1 John 2:3-17 (church Bible page 862)
3We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. 4The man who says, "I know him," but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: 6Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did. 
 7Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you have had since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard. 8Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and you, because the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining. 
 9Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness. 10Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him to make him stumble. 11But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded him. 
 12I write to you, dear children, 
      because your sins have been forgiven on account of his name. 
 13I write to you, fathers, 
      because you have known him who is from the beginning. 
   I write to you, young men, 
      because you have overcome the evil one. 
   I write to you, dear children, 
      because you have known the Father. 
 14I write to you, fathers, 
      because you have known him who is from the beginning. 
   I write to you, young men, 
      because you are strong, 
      and the word of God lives in you, 
      and you have overcome the evil one.
 15Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.

In recent weeks we have discussed the fact that John was ‘fanatical about fellowship’ and ‘serious about sin’.  The main passage for today (1 John 2:15-17) makes clear that he was also concerned about what or who Christians ‘love’.

John’s use of contrasts:

· Darkness and light in 1 John 1:5-7 and 1 John 2:8

· Love and hate in 1 John 2:9-11

· Love of the Father and love of the world in 1 John 2:15-17
What in the world is the world’?

How does John describe the world?

1 John 2:16

“the cravings of sinful man” (NIV) or “the lust of the flesh” (KJV) or “the lust for physical pleasure” (NLT)

“the lust of his eyes” (NIV) or “the lust of the eyes” (KJV) or “the lust for everything we see” (NLT)

“the boasting of what he has and does” (NIV) or “the pride of life” (KJV) or “pride in our possessions” (NLT)

