Discussion/Reflection Questions

1. In today’s story we read first about how a person with huge debt becomes the beneficiary of extravagant mercy and grace.  Jesus likens this to the kingdom of heaven.  What has your experience been of God’s extravagant mercy and grace?  If you were able to keep a record of all your transgressions and sins, what would that list look like?  If you have not yet prayed to receive the mercy, grace, and forgiveness that God offers, why not take that step today?

2. The story also reveals that the recipient of extravagant mercy and grace then insists on strict justice as he deals with someone who owes him a relatively small amount.  How easily we (the beneficiaries of extravagant mercy and grace) can be unwilling to be merciful and gracious and forgiving to others.  It is easy to become judgmental and critical with the faults and failings of others and so unable to see our own.  Is this something that you do in your life?  Are there people in your life that you are quick to judge and criticize?

3. Jesus tells this story as an answer to Peter’s question about how often we should forgive others.  Peter places the expectation at seven times but Jesus places it much, much, much higher.  Sadly there are homes and families and relationships and churches that have split or divided because someone was unwilling to forgive even one time.  How can we be transformed so that we can become more and more forgiving in our lives?  Are there people in your life that you have been unwilling to forgive?  Are you willing to earnestly ask God to change your heart so that you can extend the genuine forgiveness that will be liberating in your own life?

The prayer of St. Francis of Assisi (1182 – 1226)
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.  Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. 
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love.  For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.


…because…I can’t!  
Pastor Alan Robinson, August 1, 2010

Matthew 18:21-35 (church Bible page 695)
21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" 
22Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
23"Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 26"The servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me,' he begged, 'and I will pay back everything.' 27The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 

28"But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me!' he demanded. 29"His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.' 30"But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened. 32"Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?' 34In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 35"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart."
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