Discussion / Reflection Questions

1.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Only the gospel of John records the story about “Doubting Thomas” and his refusal to believe in the resurrection of Jesus until he had proof.  Why do you think John writes about this event and the other gospel writers do not? 
2.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1John has mentioned Thomas earlier in his gospel (11:16 and 14:5).  Do you think it is possible to develop a picture of the personality and character of Thomas from the few references that we do have?  How would you describe Thomas from these verses?
3.  Would you like to speculate on why Thomas was missing when Jesus appeared to the group of disciples (John 20:19-24)?  Can we draw any conclusions from his absence?
4.  The reaction of Thomas to the news of the resurrection and appearance of Jesus could be one of total skepticism, or it could be that, having witnessed the awfulness of the crucifixion, he just could not imagine how the same person could be raised from the dead.  Which perspective do you think is most likely?

5.  The result of Jesus appearing and speaking to Thomas was a complete surrender of his [Thomas’] life to Jesus — Thomas exclaims, “My Lord and my God!”  Thomas came to understand the truth of the words that were uttered by C.T. Studd (a missionary to China, India and Africa), “If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for me to make for him.”  Think about the truth of this statement.  If Jesus Christ was God, and he came to earth and died in my place and was raised from the dead, then can there be any sacrifice that I can make that is too great or too much or too significant?  
6.  The bottom line for Thomas was that an encounter with the living Jesus changed his whole life.  What about you?  Will you allow the living Jesus to change your life?  Use this prayer as a way of opening your life to God:
Dear God, I know that I have broken your laws and my sins have separated me from you.  I am truly sorry, and now I want to turn away from my past sinful life toward you.  Please forgive me, and help me to avoid sinning again.  I believe that your son, Jesus Christ, died for my sins, was resurrected from the dead, is alive and hears my prayer.  I invite Jesus to become the Lord of my life… to rule and reign in my heart from this day forward.  Please send your Holy Spirit to help me obey you, and to do your will for the rest of my life.
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John 20:19-31 (church Bible, page 769)

 19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

 21Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." 22And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven."

 24Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" 
    But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it." 

 26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" 27Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe." 

 28Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" 

 29Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." 

 30Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
