Personal reflection and/or discussion

1. John Schneider, in his book The Good of Affluence, suggests that there are “two identities” of Jesus in relation to economic issues.  On one hand, Jesus was a middle-class craftsman who was involved in a family business (which he might have led).  But on the other hand, he left his financial security and business and called his early disciples to leave everything and follow him.  Which of these two identities do you think is normative for us?  Why?

2. Do you agree that there is a “tension” or “paradox” in the teachings of Jesus on the issue of economic expectations of the followers of Jesus?  Luke’s gospel up to chapter 19 has a significant amount of wealth-negative stories and teachings.  But in chapter 19, we seem to get a different perspective.  How do you reconcile these differences in the teachings of Jesus?
3. We considered the very different conditions/expectations for salvation and discipleship in relation to wealth and possessions in the stories of the rich ruler (Luke 18:18-30) and Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10).  Which one do you think sets the discipleship expectations for us?  Which one appears to be the dominant one in the life of early Christians as revealed in Acts (Luke’s other book)?
4. Read again the story of Zacchaeus in Luke 19:1-10.  What important observations and lessons can we take from the story for our economic lives?  What does it say about our work?  What does it say about giving and generosity?  
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Luke 18:18-30 (church Bible, page 742)

18A certain ruler asked him, "Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 19"Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good — except God alone. 20You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.'" 21"All these I have kept since I was a boy," he said. 22When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 23When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was a man of great wealth. 24Jesus looked at him and said, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 25Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 26Those who heard this asked, "Who then can be saved?" 27Jesus replied, "What is impossible with men is possible with God." 28Peter said to him, "We have left all we had to follow you!" 29"I tell you the truth," Jesus said to them, "no one who has left home or wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God 30will fail to receive many times as much in this age and, in the age to come, eternal life."

Luke 19:1-10 (church Bible, page 743)

1Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. 4So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 5When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today." 6So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 7All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest of a 'sinner.' " 8But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount." 9Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."

