“The God who is and the god we want are not the same God.  The turning point of life is when we stop seeking the god we want and start seeking the God who is.”
From Time Magazine, April 15, 2009…

Sometimes we change because we want to: lose weight, go vegan, find God, get sober.  But sometimes we change because we have no choice, and since this violates our manifest destiny to do as we please, it may take a while before we notice that those are often the changes we need to make the most.

It would be nice if it took something short of a heart attack to get us to work out, eat better and spend more time with our kids.  But in the end, where we wind up matters more than how we got there.

Our institutions watch for vital signs.  But maybe, for individuals, the sickness is what came before – the hallucination that debt would never need to be repaid, that values only rise, that bubbles never burst.  When the markets collapsed, that fever broke.  In our assumptions and attitudes and expectations, the recovery is already well under way.

No one wishes for hardship.  But as we pick through the economic rubble, we may find that our riches have buried our treasures.  Money does not buy happiness; Scripture asserts this, research confirms it.

A consumer culture invites us to want more than we can ever have; a culture of thrift invites us to be grateful for whatever we can get.
More Help is Available…
A Healthy Financial Life…An opportunity for more information, dialogue, and Q and A.  Every Sunday in June, 8:45 AM – 10:00 AM in room 108W.  This 4 Sunday seminar will provide help on issues of debt, budget, wills, estate planning, etc.  It is open to everyone!

Free Confidential Debt and Financial Counseling…..is now provided by Mennonite Mutual Aid (MMA) through Lutheran Social Services (LSS).  Call toll free (877) 809 0039.
Local debt counseling and financial management help is available from Maranatha-Carlisle. The fee scale is based on income.  Call (717) 258 1000.

Surviving the Economic Meltdown (3)
Pastor Alan Robinson, May 31, 2009
Proverbs 22 (church Bible page 464)
 1 A good name is more desirable than great riches; 
       to be esteemed is better than silver or gold. 

 2 Rich and poor have this in common: 
       The LORD is the Maker of them all. 

 4 Humility and the fear of the LORD 
       bring wealth and honor and life. 

 7 The rich rule over the poor, 
       and the borrower is servant to the lender. 

 8 He who sows wickedness reaps trouble, 
       and the rod of his fury will be destroyed. 

 9 A generous man will himself be blessed, 
       for he shares his food with the poor. 

 22 Do not exploit the poor because they are poor 
       and do not crush the needy in court, 

 23 for the LORD will take up their case 
       and will plunder those who plunder them. 

  

 26 Do not be a man who strikes hands in pledge 
       or puts up security for debts; 

 27 if you lack the means to pay, 
       your very bed will be snatched from under you. 

Proverbs 15:22 (church Bible page 459)
 22 Plans fail for lack of counsel, 
       but with many advisers they succeed. 


Hebrews 13:1-6 (church Bible page 853)

 1Keep on loving each other as brothers. 2Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it. 3Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. 

 4Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 5Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, 
   "Never will I leave you; 
      never will I forsake you." 
6So we say with confidence, 
   "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. 
      What can man do to me?"
