Discussion/Reflection Questions

1. This story has parallel versions in Mark 10 and also Luke 18.  There are many stories and sayings that appear in each of the first three gospels.  These three (Matthew, Mark and Luke) have been called the “Synoptic Gospels” because of their similarities.  However, sometimes the gospels have different accounts of the same stories.  Why do you think this is? How do we account for the differences (sometimes significant differences) in the three gospels in what appear to be the same stories?

2. People have often tried to “soften” the teachings of Jesus because they appear too radical, too demanding, and too hard—sometimes even impossible.  In what ways have you tried to do this?

3. There is no doubt that Jesus was warning people that riches are hazardous to your spiritual health.  He used hyperbole to make this emphasis, but we must not allow the hyperbole to cause us to overlook the reality.  So, what are the practical steps that you need to take in your life to be sure that your riches do not hinder you from inheriting the kingdom of heaven?

4. In verse 26 Jesus makes clear that with God all things are possible.  If we understand these words to mean that with God any person can experience salvation and “inherit the kingdom of God,” then who are the people (or the type of person) that you struggle to imagine becoming followers of Jesus?  Are you willing to begin praying for God to work in that person’s life?  Are you willing to be a representative of the gospel to that person?



…because…that’s impossible!  
Pastor Alan Robinson, July 25, 2010

Matthew 19:16-26 (church Bible page 696)

 16Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, "Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?" 17"Why do you ask me about what is good?" Jesus replied. "There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, obey the commandments."  18"Which ones?" the man inquired.   Jesus replied, " 'Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, 19honor your father and mother,' and 'love your neighbor as yourself.'"   20"All these I have kept," the young man said. "What do I still lack?" 21Jesus answered, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me."  22When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth. 
 23Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."  25When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, "Who then can be saved?"  26Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible." 
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