Discussion/Reflection Questions

1. Paul encourages Timothy to be someone that correctly handles the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:16). This will set him apart from other people whose teaching has destroyed the faith of others people (1 Timothy 2:18).  To what extent should people go to today to make sure that they are handling the “word of truth” (which we now accept to be our Bible) correctly?  To what extent have you personally gone to make sure that you are doing this?
2. In Acts 17:11 we read that the people of the city of Berea would not accept the teaching of Paul without first of all checking the scriptures to verify what he was saying.  The BIC core value on the Bible states that we “study it together.” How can we make sure that the people of this congregation do study the Bible together and even check to see that those who preach and teach are biblical in their teaching?
3. In 2 Timothy 2:17-18 Paul mentions that false teaching can spread like gangrene and can lead to the faith of some people being destroyed. It would seem that the type of false teaching that could destroy people’s faith would be related to the major or fundamental issues of Christianity as opposed to those that we might consider “minor.”  If you had to make a list of “major” and “minor” issues, what would you put on each list?
4. The purpose of Scripture is to bring about transformation in our lives.  While correct understanding of the Bible is critical, so too is personal, honest application.  It is not about how much we know, but rather how much we live-out of what we know.  Think about the areas of your life in which you have the greatest difficulty applying and living-out God’s truth.  What practical steps are you willing to take to improve in this important matter?
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2 Timothy 2:14 – 19 (church Bible page 842)
 14Keep reminding them of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. 15Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 16Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly. 17Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18who have wandered away from the truth. They say that the resurrection has already taken place, and they destroy the faith of some. 

2 Timothy 3:10 – 17 (church Bible page 843)
 10You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, 11persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 12In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
Acts 17:11

 11Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 

The Brethren in Christ Core Value on the Bible

“We value the Bible as God’s authoritative Word, study it together, and build our lives on its truth.”  
