Personal reflection and/or discussion

1. Do you think that the way in which Jesus has often been described is accurate and helpful, or is it perhaps misleading and therefore unhelpful?  For example, was Jesus really “meek and mild” or was he a radical who criticized and offended many people?  Or was he both?  Was he poor or middle class?  Did he always condemn wealth and possessions, or did he also benefit from wealth and possessions?
2. The incarnation (God coming into the world in human form) raises many questions and insights.  In relation to the issue of “affluence,” we know that Jesus was visited by poor shepherds and rich magi who brought the very valuable gifts of gold, incense, and myrrh. (Did you ever wonder what Mary and Joseph did with those gifts?)  Jesus was also a carpenter and, as such, was part of the middle class of Palestinian society.  What implications do you see for our views of wealth, work, and business, etc., based on the fact that God chose this life and lifestyle for the incarnation?
3. The gospels show that Jesus did not live an austere life that rejected all material goods.  He had a business; he attended a wedding celebration and provided 120-180 gallons of wine (see John 2:1-11); and he was accused of being a glutton and drunkard (see Matthew 11:19).  What do these pictures reveal about Jesus and his enjoyment and delight in material things?  Is there any significance for us in these stories of Jesus?

4. While Jesus did not live an austere life that rejected all material things and possessions, he did say a lot about wealth and possessions.  This week, take time to read through the gospel of Luke and reflect on the many references to material things and to wealth and possessions.  What picture emerges from reading Luke’s gospel in this way?  What implications are there for you and me?
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Mark 1:16-20 (church Bible page 707)

 16As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17"Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 18At once they left their nets and followed him. 

 19When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 20Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him.

Mark 6:1-12 (church Bible page 711)

 1Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his disciples. 2When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed. 

   "Where did this man get these things?" they asked. "What's this wisdom that has been given him, that he even does miracles! 3Isn't this the carpenter? Isn't this Mary's son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren't his sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him. 

 4Jesus said to them, "Only in his hometown, among his relatives and in his own house is a prophet without honor." 5He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. 6And he was amazed at their lack of faith.  Then Jesus went around teaching from village to village. 7Calling the Twelve to him, he sent them out two by two and gave them authority over evil spirits. 

 8These were his instructions: "Take nothing for the journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in your belts. 9Wear sandals but not an extra tunic. 10Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you leave that town. 11And if any place will not welcome you or listen to you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave, as a testimony against them." 

 12They went out and preached that people should repent. 13They drove out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them.

