Questions for personal reflection and/or discussion

1. Make a decision to read and reread 1 John this week and during the coming weeks.  It is only 5 chapters in length and can be read through in a fairly short period of time.  Why not read the entire letter every day for the next month and ask God to speak to you as you read.  Make notes about what you read and how the teachings apply to your life.

2. This week we discovered some of the similarities in the Gospel of John and 1 John.  Think about those that were mentioned and reflect on how important these things must have been to John.  How important should they be for us today?  Do they have the appropriate importance in your life?
3. This week we learned that John was fanatical about fellowship.  We also learned what the concept of “fellowship” really is.  In what ways have you misunderstood the true, genuine meaning of fellowship?  How should your life change because of the proper biblical understanding of the nature of fellowship?
4. John was concerned that his readers properly understood the reality of sin in their lives.  Sin is not a popular word today and has decreased in usage in society and even in the Church.  In what ways do we seem to take a lighter view of sin than God does?  But at the same time, in what ways do we single out some sins to be considered worse than others?  Are we able to support our views on sin from biblical teaching?
5. John told his readers that God has a remedy for sin—confession.  True confession includes repentance, meaning the desire, willingness, and decision to turn away from sin.  God is able to forgive sin and transform our lives, but these are experienced as we genuinely seek him and choose to walk in the light he gives (1 John 1:7).  Have you repented and confessed your sin?  Have you decided to make Jesus Lord of your life, and are you choosing today to follow him?  If not, why not today?

Love, John (2)
Pastor Alan Robinson, August 9, 2009
1 John 1:1-10 (church Bible page 862)

The Word of Life 

 1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4We write this to make our joy complete.

Walking in the light 

 5This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 

 8If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.

General introduction…  John’s letters are like a sequel to the gospel of John in the same way that Acts is a sequel to the gospel of Luke.  But it is a sad sequel.

1 John addresses very specific challenges in very specific situations within the life of specific communities.  It must be read in that context before it is read as a “general” epistle.

Similarities to the Gospel of John

Shared, distinctive vocabulary:

Shared emphases:

· The __________________________________________
John 10:11; 15:12-13; John 17:26 and 1 John 3:11, 16-18; 4:7

· The __________________________________________
John 14:15 and following, John 17 and 1 John 2:15-17; 4:3-5

· The __________________________________________
John 14:25-27 and John 16:8-9 and 1 John 2:20, 26-27

Fanatical About “Fellowship”
1 John 1:3… so that you also may have fellowship with us.

1 John 1:3… our fellowship is with the Father and his Son, Jesus Christ

1 John 1:6… if we claim to have fellowship with the Father

1 John 1:7… if we walk in the light…we have fellowship…

The word koinonia is translated fellowship 12 times in the NT
Greek root is “koin” and it appears in various forms such as “koinonia” and “koinonos”

The root word has two meanings:
· To _________________________________________
For example, in Romans 1:5; 1 Cor. 9:23, Eph. 3:2, etc.

· To _________________________________________
For example, in Romans 12:13; 15:26; 2 Cor. 9:13; Gal 6:6, etc.

Three False Claims
1.
If we claim to have fellowship with him… 1 John 1:6-7

6If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

2. If we claim to be without sin… 1 John 1:8
 8If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
3.
If we claim we have not sinned… 1 John 1:10
10If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.
God’s Remedy

9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

