Discussion / Reflection Questions

1.  In what or upon what foundation do you place your hope?  Is it a worthy foundation in which you can have confident expectation of what you hope will take place?  How do you know?  What gives you that confidence?

Read Hebrews 6:13-20.  Upon what should we ultimately place our hope?


2.  What does it mean to be filled with the Holy Spirit?  Doesn’t everyone who is in relationship with Jesus receive the Holy Spirit in their life?  So why is there an instruction to be filled with the Holy Spirit?  That must mean it is possible to live in such a way as to have the Holy Spirit in your life, but not fully be available for all the Holy Spirit wants to do in and through your life.

Look again at the list of practical markers which could characterize someone who is filled with the Holy Spirit.  Examine the pattern of your life.  Are you fully open to the Holy Spirit’s work in your life?  In what areas might you need to allow God to work?


3.  God’s intention is not just that we are filled, but that we are filled to overflowing.  That means, what God is doing in us should be experienced by others around us.  Is that the case in your life?  If not, in what ways and with whom do you need to overflow?


4.  Where are you currently in this process?  Are you in the shaping process, and do you need to begin or continue to be in relationship with God and allow him to shape and mold you?  Are you shaped but need to be filled?  Or have you been filled but now it is time to overflow?  We all need God through each step of the process.  Allow him to so dramatically touch your life that you can be used by him. 
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Intended for His Use

For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.							
Ephesians 2:10 (church Bible, page 827)


An Object Lesson

 1 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD : 2 "Go down to the potter's house, and there I will give you my message." 3 So I went down to the potter's house, and I saw him working at the wheel. 4 But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him. 
 5 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 6 "O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter does?" declares the LORD. "Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.”
Jeremiah 18:1-6 (page 549)


We must actually get to the point of being _____________.


1.  After we are shaped and formed we must be 

f___________________.


May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.							
Romans 15:13 (page 805)


Hope carries with it a c________________  e____________________.


…Instead, be filled with the Spirit.							
Ephesians 5:18b (page 829)

Practical Markers of being filled with the Holy Spirit
(not an exhaustive list)
Flying Closer to the Flame by Chuck Swindoll

· I have an inner dynamic to handle life’s pressures well.
· I am able to be joyful regardless of life’s circumstances.
· I have the capacity to grasp the deep things of God as they are revealed to me through the Bible.
· I have little difficulty maintaining a positive attitude of unselfishness, servanthood, and humility.
· I have a keen sense of intuition and discernment, particularly when it comes to evil.
· I am able to love and be loved in return.
· I can be vulnerable and open.
· I experience inner assurance regarding decisions as well as right and wrong.
· I can actually live worry-free.
· I am able to minister to others through my spiritual gifts.
· I have an intimate, abiding relationship with the living God. 
2.  O_______________________



…so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.							
Romans 15:13b (page 805)



Will you allow God to work in you so that he can work through you?  You were intended for use.
