Discussion/Reflection Questions

1. Luke 14:25 seems to indicate that Jesus had a concern about the large number of people that were traveling/following him.  It is our desire for a large and increasing number of people to be involved in the life of our congregation. What are the advantages and disadvantages of this desire?  Is it possible to have a good balance between quantity and quality?

2. Luke 14:26 is certainly a hard saying.  How do you feel about what Jesus said and, if as suggested in Pastor Alan’s message, we are not to take this literally, how does this approach impact the way in which you read the Bible?  When should we read the Bible literally and when should we read it some other way?  Is there a difference between something being literal and something being profound?

3. Luke 14:33 is also a very hard saying.  Did Jesus really mean “everything” or is this hyperbole?  However you answer this question, the fact remains that Jesus is teaching the large crowds that the cost of discipleship is high—very high!  How does this get worked-out in your life?  What are the things that you have given up or are willing to give up in order to be a disciple of Jesus?

4. In Luke 9:57 – 62, Jesus emphasizes that proclaiming and living in service to the kingdom of God is demanding.  It is so demanding that even the other good and necessary things of life must take a lower level of significance.  In what areas of life do you struggle to put the kingdom of God above all other allegiances?



because…that’s too hard!  
Pastor Alan Robinson, July 18, 2010

Luke 14: 25 - 33 (church Bible page 739)
	25Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26"If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple. 27And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.  28"Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? 29For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, 30saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.'  31"Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. 

Luke 9: 57 - 62 (church Bible page 734)
57As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go."  58Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head." 
59He said to another man, "Follow me."  But the man replied, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father."  60Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God."  61 Still another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my family." 
62Jesus replied, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God."
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