Discussion / Reflection Questions

1.  In what ways do you sense that you try to be the “star of the show?”  Is playing a supporting role something that is hard or that comes easy for you?  How do you feel when you read Psalm 102:11-12 and James 4:14?  What perspective does that create about our lives; about whose story this really is in which we live?
2.  Keeping that perspective in mind, take the words from The Message version of Ephesians 1:4a and overlay them on that realization.  “Long before he laid down earth’s foundations, he had us in mind, had settled on us as the focus of his love…”  Does that change how you feel?  If so, in what way?
3.  God invites us to join his story – already in progress – through Jesus.  Read Colossians 1:15-22.  What aspects or characteristics of Jesus allow him to be the star of the show and allow us to be a part of it?
4.  Read Colossians 1:19 and Ephesians 3:19.  What is similar about the language of those two verses?  To whom is the verse in Colossians referring?  What about the verse in Ephesians?  How does that affect your notion about your role in God’s story?
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He Is Here
So what does that mean for us?
The Story Isn’t About Us
11 My days are like the evening shadow; 
       I wither away like grass. 
12 But you, O LORD, sit enthroned forever; 
       your renown endures through all generations.
Psalm 102:11-12 (pg. 428)

…What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.








James 4:14b (pg. 856)

Our Place vs. Our Value
Long before he laid down earth’s foundations, he had us in mind, had settled on us as the focus of his love…   
Ephesians 1:4a (The Message)

Joining the Star of the Story
15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 17He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 
21Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 22But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation…
Colossians 1:15-22 (pg. 833)
19 …and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

Ephesians 3:19 (pg. 828)
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