Today’s Scriptures

2 Timothy 3:16-17

16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

2 Peter 1:20-21

20Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. 21For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

Hebrews 1:1-2

 1In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.

Discussion / Reflection Questions

1.  
Read again the various quotes from different writers that are printed in these notes.  How do you feel, and how would you respond to the quote from Thomas Paine and also the one from Oscar Wilde?
2.  

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Mark Twain’s quote is worth discussing.  This is something that we have expressed many times in our services — that Christians are often consumed with discovering more and more truth from the Bible rather than living up to what they already know.  Is this true of you?  What would a strong emphasis on application and life-change look like in our congregation and in your life?  Would we spend less time studying to discover new insights and more time sharing, confessing and helping to hold each other accountable to what we already know?
3. Read again the scriptures for today’s message (2 Tim 3:16-17;    2 Peter 1:20-21; Hebrews 1:1-2).  Take time to reflect on each one and write some notes on the central teaching/meaning from each passage.  Ask yourself what the passage is saying, and also ask yourself what the passage is not saying.

Bible 101 (1)
Pastor Alan Robinson, May 2, 2010
Whenever we read the obscene stories, the voluptuous debaucheries, the cruel and torturous executions, the unrelenting vindictiveness, with which more than half the Bible is filled, it would be more consistent that we called it the word of a demon than the Word of God.

 - Thomas Paine (1737-1809, American revolutionary author)
When I think of the harm the Bible has done, I despair of writing anything equal to it.

 - Oscar Wilde (1854-1900, Irish writer and poet)
Most people are bothered by those passages of Scripture they do not understand, but the passages that bother me are those I do understand.

 - Mark Twain [Samuel Langhorne Clemens] (1835-1910, American author and humorist)
I have spent a lot of time looking through the Bible… for loopholes.

 - W.C. Fields (1880-1946, American author and comedian)
There is much in the Bible against which every instinct of my being rebels.

 - Helen Keller (1880-1968, famous deaf and blind author)
The Bible is nonnegotiable.  It’s a vital, central element in Christian faith and life. You can’t do without it, even though too many Christians have forgotten what to do with it….They treat it as a form of verbal wallpaper: pleasant enough in the background, but you stop thinking about it once you’ve lived in the house a few weeks.

 - N. T. Wright (1948-present, Bishop of Durham, England)
Conflict about the Bible is the single most divisive issue among Christians in North America.  And because of the importance of Christianity in the culture of the United States, conflict about the Bible is also central to what we have called “the cultural wars.”

 - Marcus J. Borg (1942-present, American Biblical scholar/author)
What is the Bible? – Just the facts…

What is the Bible? – Matters of faith and opinion…
