Questions for personal reflection and/or discussion

1. Make a decision to read and re-read 1 John this week and during the coming weeks.  It is only 5 chapters in length and can be read through in a fairly short period of time.  Why not read the entire letter every day for the next month and ask God to speak to you as you read.  Make notes about what you read and how the teachings apply to your life.

2. This week we discussed some of the things that need to be remembered when reading a New Testament letter (or any other part of the Bible).  Review the principles that were discussed and examples that were given.  Can you think of ways that you have taken or used a verse or verses entirely out of their proper context?  Can you think of examples of preachers (yes, even those who preach here!) where scripture has been wrongly understood because it was used out of context?  How can we strive to avoid these problems?

3. We believe that the context for John’s writing was the people who believed they were spiritually superior to others in the church and that they had new and better truth.  In what ways can we be guilty of these very same issues—believing that we are more spiritual or more godly than others, and believing that our views are superior to others?  At the same time, while we want to avoid these things, we also want to be committed to truth.  How can we be committed to truth without feeling that our views are better or superior to others? (This last question will really generate a good discussion in your class or small group, or even just in your own head!)
4. “Fellowship” was a big deal in the early church.  They believed strongly in community and fellowship with each other, but they also believed that this was rooted in their fellowship with God.  Fellowship with God and with each other was based on obedience and faithfulness.  Discuss or consider the meaning of true “fellowship” and how it can and should be developed in the church today.
Love, John (1)
Pastor Alan Robinson, August 2, 2009
1 John 1:1-7 (church Bible page 862)
 1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4We write this to make our joy complete. 

 5This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
