Discussion/Reflection Questions

1. John T. Carol, writing about today’s passage in Matthew 20, comments that the story “presupposes the hard facts of life known to first century Palestinian Jews…high unemployment, exhausting labor for a subsistence wage (for those fortunate enough to secure work), and the considerable power wielded by a land owner over both his land and hired workers.”  How do you feel about Jesus using this kind of story without commenting on the social realities that it presupposes?  

2. How would you have felt if you were one of the people who had worked all day for your pay and then saw the latecomers getting the same pay?  Be honest, would your sense of injustice have caused you to think (or even say) “that’s not fair”?  Now make the spiritual application – how do you feel when others experience God’s grace and forgiveness—especially if you think they are less deserving than you or their sin was greater than yours?

3. Compare the story in Luke 18:10-14 where the Pharisee and publican are at the same prayer meeting.  Is Jesus making the same point in both stories—that God’s grace is scandalous because it embraces and receives and forgives those who are undeserving?  Do you see yourself as someone who deserves God’s grace and all that it bestows, or someone who is undeserving?

4. It is true that scripture ends the argument (in terms of who deserves God’s grace), but it is also true that in all aspects of life “expectations die hard.”  What are the some of the expectations of God that you have that may need to die?  Do you expect God to give you a good life? A safe life? A prosperous life? Freedom to follow Jesus? People who appreciate you? Etc.  Are these expectations reasonable in the light of the teaching of the Bible? 

5. Take time to make a list of people that you know who you feel are not deserving of God’s grace.  Who are the people you know that you feel should not receive the same gifts of grace that God gives to you?  How are you planning to demonstrate God’s undeserved grace to those people?


…because it’s not fair!  
Pastor Alan Robinson, July 11, 2010

Matthew 20:1-16 (church Bible page 697)

 1"For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire men to work in his vineyard. 2He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard.  3"About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4He told them, 'You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.' 5So they went. "He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same thing. 6About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, 'Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?' 7" 'Because no one has hired us,' they answered.  "He said to them, 'You also go and work in my vineyard.' 
 8"When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 'Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.'  9"The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a denarius. 10So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. 11When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. 12'These men who were hired last worked only one hour,' they said, 'and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.' 13"But he answered one of them, 'Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn't you agree to work for a denarius? 14Take your pay and go. I want to give the man who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15Don't I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?'  16"So the last will be first, and the first will be last."
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