Discussion / Reflection Questions

1.  Take some time to watch the video again, found at http://www.crazylovebook.com/videos_awe.html.  How does that make you feel?  Are you feeling rather small and insignificant?  Now read Isaiah 40:25-26.  How does this affect your understanding and perception of God?
2.  People have encountered God in many different ways throughout history.  Some of those stories are recorded in the Bible.  The prophet Isaiah is one such example.  His specific encounter with God was recorded in Isaiah 6:1-5.  The glimpse of God he was shown certainly seems to fit with the picture of a God who holds the stars.  If you were in Isaiah’s sandals, how would you respond?  What is the obvious response to encountering this awe-inspiring God?
3.  Even though the magnitude of God is beyond comprehension, he revealed another aspect of himself through the person of Jesus.  Jesus is no less that God, and yet he chose to bind himself by human flesh so that you and I could understand who God truly is and that he desires to be in relationship with you and me.  Now the question becomes not how would you respond, but how will you respond?
4.  With these pictures of God firmly planted in your head and heart, how will you choose to live this week?  What difference does this make in how you live, how you treat others, how you pray, how you face your problems, or how you relate to God in a personal relationship?  Allow the mind-blowing greatness of God to shape your life practically this week.  Even more, allow the God who holds the stars to be held in your heart.  Now live out of that reality.
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Feeling small?
By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, 
       their starry host by the breath of his mouth.      

Psalm 33:6 (pg. 396)

“To whom will you compare me? 
       Or who is my equal?" says the Holy One. 

Lift your eyes and look to the heavens:  Who created all these? 
He who brings out the starry host one by one, and calls them each by name.  Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing.












Isaiah 40:25-26 (pg. 512)

“…My own hands stretched out the heavens; 
       I marshaled their starry hosts.”







Isaiah 45:12b (pg. 517)
“…With my hands I stretched out the heavens.
      All the stars are at my command.”







Isaiah 45:12b 
(New Living Translation)
After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this." 2At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. 3And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian. A rainbow, resembling an emerald, encircled the throne... 5From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder…   
Rev. 4:1-3, 5a (pg. 869)

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple... 4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.  5 "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.”   

Isaiah 6:1, 4-5 (pg. 487)

Super-sized to Shrink-wrapped

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning.  3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and that life was the light of men...14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:1-4, 14 (pg. 750)
Who, being in very nature God, 
      did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 
 7but made himself nothing, 
      taking the very nature of a servant, 
      being made in human likeness. 
 8And being found in appearance as a man, 
      he humbled himself 
      and became obedient to death— 
         even death on a cross! 
Phil. 2:6-8 (pg. 831)

This is how God showed his love among us:  He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10This is love:  not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.




                        I John 4:9-10 (pg. 863)

The God who holds the stars wants to be held within your heart.
