Plans for Building a

Compassionate Ministry
***********************
Ask anyone at Carlisle, PA Brethren In Christ Church (BIC) for a synonym for member Glenn Gow, and it’s a good bet the response would be “woodshop.”

Gow, coordinator of the ministry that began in August of 1997, is clearly excited about its impact both in terms of projects completed and fellowship opportunities between church and non-church members.

“Our goals are to glorify God, fellowship, learn from one another, and produce useful projects,” Gow said, and added with enthusiasm, “We are as well equipped as many cabinet shops!  The mere existence of such a shop, I hope, brings glory to God.”

Gow said the goal was to make the shop so attractive that “folks literally couldn’t resist coming in and getting their hands on these fine tools.  We’re having a ball, and it is very productive.”

Indeed, there seems to be no shortage of useful projects produced in the state-of-the-art shop, located in a 30-by-30 foot section of the garage behind the church.

The crew has produced picnic tables, Vacation Bible School projects, a cart for chair storage, a music cabinet, marker board frames, mailboxes, and a 12-by-6 foot information booth for the church lobby, to name just a few projects.

“We’ve built our own courtyard furniture from a Brazilian hardwood called Ipe’.  The money for the wood came from budgeted accounts for the courtyard, but the labor was donated,” Gow said.



To help the church’s Teens in Missionary Service program raise support, the woodworkers made 138 miniature quilt racks to hold mini quilts, which some of ladies of the congregation made.  These were given in return for pledges of support.

The group has a formal meeting every Tuesday evening, but guys (and ladies!) may be found in the woodshop anytime.

Besides producing things for the church, the woodshop serves as a neat outreach tool to the community because anyone is welcome to use the shop to work on their own projects.


Russ Gold, an army officer spending a year at the Carlisle War College, made a white oak desk and organizer with help from Gow, his neighbor.

“I’d always been interested in woodworking, but I’d never made anything like this, or used tools like they had.  It’s a first class shop,” Gold said.

The pair salvaged what they could from some donated lumber and had to really work on it to make it usable, Gold said.

“It’s something I’ll have for my whole life,” Gold said.  “A lot of blood, sweat, and tears went into that thing.  There were many times we wanted to chuck it, but we kept each other going.”

And a brotherhood of sorts formed between Gold and Gow, whose conversation often turned to religion as they worked, Gold said.

“I’ve got a very strong faith, but I’m not religious in that I don’t go to church every week,” Gold said.  “Glenn would talk about his beliefs.  We had good conversation.”

Gold said everyone he met at the woodshop was so friendly, and they welcomed anyone.  “I can definitely see how this facilitates reaching out to the community,” he said.

In return for the lumber, Gold made a donation to the church, and he helped out now and then at the shop.

Though he may never see Gow again once his year at the college is up in June, Gold said he plans to keep in touch with Gow via e-mail, and he’ll certainly never forget him.

Gow cites another instance where the woodshop brotherhood reached out: “There was a couple whose barn collapsed in a winter storm.  This barn had been on the family farm for generations.  They brought in pine boards from the barn, and we built a beautiful armoire for them from the barn’s wood.”

Not all the people in the community who use the woodshop are professing Christians, and that’s where Gow sees the woodshop as an evangelism tool.

“We generally have a moment of prayer during our group sessions,” Gow said.

The crew, which has 15 major pieces of machinery and that many or more power hand tools in its shop (all non-budgeted & donated by church members), shares its tools with Habitat for Humanity as another outreach.

“We have some tools, like two coiled roofing nailers and an air-powered stud nailer, that not just anybody has,” Gow said.

Lowell Hassinger, a Carlisle BIC member, used the woodshop to make a lasting legacy for his eight-year-old grandson, Andy.

Hassinger, with lots of help from Gow, made a 5-by-3 foot walnut trophy case trimmed in gold that his grandson will no doubt always treasure.

“My grandson is a wrestler, so he has some wrestling trophies in there and some awards from pinewood derbies and soccer.  His six-year-old sister has some soccer medals in there too,” Hassinger said.

“Of course it’s about twice as tall as Andy is now,” he said with a chuckle.  “I think he’ll appreciate the fact that his grandfather made it for him, and I think it will be a family heirloom for him someday when I’m gone.”
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